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George Eustice MP must reject EDF’s plans for a Severn Estuary Fish 

Killing Machine. 
 

The Stop Hinkley campaign is calling on the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs, George Eustice MP, to reject EDF’s Appeal against the Environment Agency’s 

Deemed Refusal to allow a permit variation relating to the installation of an Acoustic Fish 

Deterrent at Hinkley Point C. 

 

EDF is seeking a variation on the planning conditions imposed when it was granted 

permission to build the Hinkley Point C nuclear power station in Somerset. The condition 

placed on EDF was that Acoustic Fish Deterrents (AFDs) would be installed on the two 

massive cooling water intake heads 3 kilometres offshore from the nuclear site. EDF is now 

trying to renege on its commitment. 

 

An inquiry was held into this issue by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) from 8 to 24 June 

2021. PINS normally hears and makes decisions on permit appeals. In this instance, the 

Secretary of State for Environment and Rural Affairs, Rt Hon. George Eustice MP, has 

decided he will make the final decision. 

 

PINS is now producing a report presenting recommendations for final determination by the 

Secretary of State. A decision is expected in the next three months. 

 

It is feared that without AFDs the Hinkley Point C cooling water system could kill up to 11 

billion fish over its 60-year life or half a million per day. (1) 

 

Stop Hinkley campaign Katherine Attwater said:  

 

“The Government is already failing to meet its biodiversity targets, and George Eustice has a 

poor voting record on environmental issues. (2) This is his opportunity to redeem himself and 

show that the Government’s commitment to reverse nature’s decline actually means 

something. The Secretary of State should support the Government’s Environment Agency and 

reject EDF’s appeal.” 

 



Stop Hinkley’s Briefing on Hinkley and Biodiversity is available here: 

https://www.no2nuclearpower.org.uk/wp/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/HinkleyBiodiversity.pdf  

 

Stop Hinkley Contact: 

 

Katy Attwater 

07980 731896 

 

Footnotes: 

 

(1) “Giant plughole poses serious threat to sea life in the UK's largest estuary”, Joint 

Statement by Angling Trust, Blue Marine Foundation, Bristol Channel Federation of 

Sea Anglers, Severn Rivers Trust, Somerset Wildlife Trust and Wildfowl & Wetlands 

Trust 22nd July 2019 https://www.wwt.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/giant-plughole-

threat-to-sea-life-in-uks-largest-estuary  

(2) George Eustice, the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, is the 

Conservative MP for Camborne and Redruth. According to the 

TheyWorkforYou.com website he has generally voted against measures to prevent 

climate change.  
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