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Hinkley Point C reactor – a slow motion car crash. 

 
Commenting on today’s news that EDF has found defects in the welding in pipework of the 

reactor it is building at Flamanville in Normandy (1) which is the same type as the one 

proposed for Hinkley Point C, Stop Hinkley spokesperson Roy Pumfrey said 

 

“The European Pressurised Water Reactor (EPR) reactor proposed for Hinkley Point C is 

like watching a car crash in slow motion. It is the unloved, unwanted, and unbuildable child 

of former EDF boss Vincent de Rivas. We can still stop this before it gets even worse. 

Although abandoning this ill-fated project now would incur cancellation costs consumers 

could still save almost £1.5bn per year for 35 years from 2027 onwards. (2)” 

 

“25 years after French engineers began working on the EPR, EDF has yet to get one up and 

running. Flamanville is seven years late, one in Finland is ten years late and even two in 

China will be at least five years late.” (3) 
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