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EDF’s Hinkley C Nuclear Power Station will be wiping 
out fish stocks in Severn Estuary for 60 years. 

Stop Hinkley Press Release 8 October 

Stop Hinkley is accusing EDFGenco, the French 
and Chinese owned Company building Hinkley 
Point C, of trying to bully the UK Environment 
Agency into allowing them to destroy 
environmentally precious fish stocks for the 60 
year lifetime of the nuclear power station.  

A condition placed on EDFGenco by the 
Environment Agency was that permission to build 
Hinkley C was dependent on Acoustic Fish 
Deterrents (AFDs) being placed on the two 
massive cooling water intake heads 3 kilometres 
offshore from the Nuclear site.  

Now EDFGenco is trying to renege on its 
commitment to install AFDs and is seeking a 
variation on the planning conditions imposed. 

EDFGenco claims that the Centre for 
Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 
(CEFAS) the government’s marine and freshwater 
science expert body – is happy for them to go 
ahead without AFDs. 

The Wildfowl and Wetland Trust points out that 
“CEFAS’s relationship as a paid contractor to 
EDFGenco and an agent of Government raises 
unavoidable questions of conflict of interest”. 

Katy Attwater, spokesperson for the Stop Hinkley 
Campaign says: “EDF is up to its usual tricks of 
manipulating environmental laws to get planning 
permission and then reneging on their promises. 
We at Stop Hinkley, believe they either can no 
longer afford to install and maintain the Acoustic 
Fish Deterrents or may have had no intention to 
do so from the outset. This does not bode well for 
Sizewell and Bradwell, EDF and Genco’s next 
proposed nuclear projects, both highly sensitive 
environmental locations. “ 

The Severn Estuary and its catchment of Rivers 
that feed into it are one of the most important 
breeding and feeding grounds for fish and birds in 
Europe.  

The Environment Agency has now said it will not 
accept EDFGenco’s application for a variation to 
the Development Consent Order (DCO). The 
Agency says it does not accept the position in the 

CEFAS Report that not using an AFD would 
cause no negligible impact on fish stocks. 

However, rather than fulfilling the original planning 
condition, EDFGenco is trying to get the Agency’s 
decision overturned by the Planning Inspectorate.  

The Stop Hinkley Campaign will be encouraging 
its supporters to make representations to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 

 http://stophinkley.org/PressReleases/pr201008.pdf 

 

Gambling with Public Safety at  
Hinkley Point B 

Stop Hinkley Press Release 29 September 

EDF Energy has just announced that it intends to 
submit new safety cases to the Office for Nuclear 
Regulation (ONR) to re-open Reactors 3 and 4 at 
Hinkley Point B.  It currently expects reactor 4 to 
return to service on 26 February 2021 and reactor 
3 on 12 March 2021.  The Stop Hinkley Campaign 
is calling for both reactors to remain closed. 

Very recently, ONR gave permissions to EDF to 
re-start for six months two ancient, unsafe 
reactors at the Hunterston B nuclear power station 
– Hinkley Point B’s sister station - on the Clyde 
coast.  Reactor 3 at Hunterston came back online 
at the beginning of September and Reactor 4 is 
due to start today.  Like the Hinkley reactors these 
are among the oldest in the world and should 
have been closed over a decade ago.  They have 
been shut for 2½ years in one case and 1½ years 
in the other because they were unsafe due to 
large numbers of cracks and the loss of graphite 
in their cores.  These are fundamentally serious 
matters as these cores moderate the flow of 
neutrons which essentially power the reactors.  
The re-opening has provoked serious disquiet in 
the area around the reactors. 

The ONR claims that EDF has done computer 
modelling and made predictions that the reactors 
are likely to be safe for another six months.  But 
EDF’s modelling in the past has a poor track 
record.  The reality is that no one can predict with 
certainty how graphite cores will react more than a 
decade past their official closing dates.  Even 
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worse, the ONR has indicated they may even give 
longer permissions for up to a year. 

ONR’s surprising decisions are an affront to any 
concept of the Precautionary Principle which says 
we should err on the side of safety.  Instead ONR 
is effectively saying we are not 100% sure but go 
ahead anyway.  This is unacceptable and we 
object in the strongest terms.  As Cicero, the 
Roman consul, stated two thousand years ago, 
the safety of the people is the supreme law. 

While the probability of a serious nuclear accident 
at Hinkley Point B remains low, the possible 
consequences are so large - the radioactive 
contamination of Central England – that such risks 
should not be undertaken by any reasonable 
authority.  It is disturbing that the ONR has 
refrained from publishing any analyses of possible 
worst-case scenarios and their probabilities. 

Stop Hinkley spokesperson Roy Pumfrey said: 
“Nuclear engineer, the late John Large said more 
than a decade ago that it was gambling with 
public safety to allow reactors with cracks in their 
core to keep operating.  Every minute these 
reactors operate that gamble becomes riskier.  
We call upon the UK Government to intervene 
and request the ONR to re-consider their unwise 
decisions at Hunterston B and to refuse to accept 
EDF’s safety cases for Hinkley Point B.  It is EDF 
in Paris, France which will benefit from the restart 
of these reactors, but it is those of us who live in 
Somerset and middle England who are being 
exposed to these involuntary risks” 

http://stophinkley.org/PressReleases/pr200920.pdf  

 

Anti-Nuclear Groups Angry about 
Regulators lack of response to silo 

damage at Hinkley Point C – worried it 
indicates a wider lack of control over 

nuclear company. 

Stop Hinkley Press Release, 7 July 

The Stop Hinkley Campaign and other anti-
nuclear groups have written an angry letter to the 
nuclear regulator over its lack of a response to a 
recent ‘dramatic’ incident at the Hinkley Point C 
construction site and expressing concern that this 
represents a wider lack of control of the nuclear 
industry by the Office for Nuclear Regulation. 

See letter here: 
http://stophinkley.org/PressReleases/pr200707NGO%20final%
20letter%20to%20ONR.pdf 

At around 7.30am on 10th June a large dust cloud 
was released from a silo in the concrete batching 
plant – known as the GGBS Silo - which is used to 
store aggregates for concrete production.  There 
was widespread concern about how the 35-metre 
tall tower weighing 5,000 tonnes suffered 
"structural damage"  

EDF says an investigation is underway. 

The Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) 
addressed concerns by saying simply that it was 
satisfied there were "no nuclear safety 
consequences" as a result of the damage.  It has 
also said it will decide on its course of action after 
EDF returns its findings.  

According to the Somerset Live website, the silo 
contains ground granulated blast furnace slag, is 
described 
as 
“important” 
by EDF 
Energy and 
plays a 
“pivotal 
role” in the 
station’s 
constructio
n by 
reusing the 
material within its concrete.  Photos on media 
outlets show a section of the silo has collapsed 
inwards. 

Stop Hinkley chairperson, Sue Aubrey, who could 
see the silo from her house says: “Stop Hinkley 
understands that the ONR had not visited the silo 
since the accident by 26th June.  By 2nd July the 
silo had been removed by EDF.  It is most 
unfortunate that ONR does not seem to have 
seen the damage for themselves, and are, 
therefore reliant on EDF’s explanation which does 
not ring true to us.” 

She continued: “Viewing the attached 
photographs taken from outside the perimeter 
fence it looks like there must have been some sort 
of explosion to split the walls of the silo from the 
base spreading a third up the sides.  It was 
premature for EDF to remove the silo before ONR 
could visit the site.  One might be drawn to the 
conclusion that EDF has something to hide.” 

“The concrete batching plant may not have been 
part of the nuclear build but the damage does not 
give us confidence in EDF’s ability to build a 
nuclear power station.” 

In an angry letter from NGOs to ONR the groups 
say: “It seems Stop Hinkley’s despair at the latest 
Silo incident has united with other NGO concerns 
over the basic principles that there is no proper 
independent scrutiny over the work of EDF.  To 
rely on a company to police its own actions is not 
delivering a democratic/credible process which we 
need to see and you surely want to uphold.”  

The groups are calling on the ONR to implement 
“a tighter regime of inspections” and assurance 
that “the ONR is in control over this company EDF 
and all the work it carries out.”  

http://stophinkley.org/PressReleases/pr200707.pdf  



 3

 

Hinkley Mud 

Nation Cymru 6th Oct 2020 

EDF Energy has confirmed it will carry out an 
Environmental Impact Assessment as part of its 
licence application to dispose of mud dredged 
from the construction of the new Hinkley C 
nuclear power station in the sea off Cardiff Bay. In 
February EDF applied to National Resources 
Wales for a licence to dump 800,0000 tonnes of 
mud dredged as part of building work for the new 
plant that is being built on the site of the disused 
Hinkley Point A facility near Bridgwater in 
Somerset. Two years ago, EDF were given 
permission to dump 300,000 tonnes of mud from 
the site off the Cardiff coast, despite protests and 
following a Senedd debate.  A petition against the 
latest proposals received over 10,000 signatures 
and has triggered a debate in the Senedd on 21 
October.  GeigerBay https://www.geigerbay.com/, a 
coalition of scientists, experts, individuals and 
organisations formed to oppose the plans, have 
been calling for an EIA and say there is evidence 
of plutonium contamination in the mud.  

https://nation.cymru/news/environmental-impact-assessment-
to-be-carried-out-on-nuclear-power-station-mud/ 

 

On 2 July Stop Hinkley organised a photo 
opportunity to highlight EDF’s plans to dump 
radioactive mud in Cardiff Bay. 

 

Roy’s Roundup of Recent News  

10 July - The Times:  EDF boss suppressed 
report calling Hinkley Point ‘risky’.  Work on 
Hinkley Point C power station began last year 
after EDF’s board approved the project in 2016. 
The chief executive of the French company 
building Britain’s new nuclear reactors won 
boardroom approval for the project after 
suppressing an internal review labelling it as risk- 
laden, according to France’s public accounts 
court. 
http://stophinkley.org/NewsPages/news200710Times.htm 

13 July - Construction News: France’s Court of 
Audit, the national public auditor, has cast doubt 
on the future of the Sizewell C and Bradwell B 
nuclear energy projects in the UK in a critical 
report of EDF’s projects in the sector. 
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/civils/edfs-uk-nuclear-
projects-in-doubt-after-court-of-audit-report-13-07-2020/  

16 July – Western Daily Press: Hinkley C for the 
Chinese Chop?  Letter from Alan Debenham 
http://stophinkley.org/NewsPages/news200716WDPletter.htm?   

20 July – The Times: Tory backbenchers are 
calling for the government to review potential 
avenues of Chinese influence in Britain and 
Beijing’s investment in the nuclear power station 
at Hinkley Point. 

21 July – Sunday Times: Data on the AFD and 
fish kill, etc https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/nuclear-
power-plant-will-suck-fish-to-their-deaths-zm6cmj0ft  

23 July – Electrical Review: Nuclear Lies and 
Deceit. A damning article on HPC from nuclear 
enthusiasts. 

23 July - Whitehaven News: Copeland Council's 
executive has voted to "open up discussions" on 
the possibility of building an underground nuclear 
waste repository (the national GDF) in the 
borough - though not in the Lake District.  

25 July – Telegraph: EDF executives suppressed 
horror as their Chinese partners made a risky 
suggestion.  Senior engineers from China General 
Nuclear (CGN) proposed a way to lift a concrete 
dome on to the reactor at Hinkley Point C in 
Somerset.  According to EDF sources, their plan 
would have entailed dangling the 270-tonne 
structure over more than 5,000 workers on site at 
the time.  (NB Although SH knows that it would be 
impossible to gather all the 5,000 workers on site 
over a 24 hour period into a spot under the dome 
where they would be in mortal danger, it’s an 
interesting aspect of EdeF working with CGN and 
indicative of the Chinese company’s attitude to 
H&S matters.) 

25 July – Telegraph: Tories demand review of 
Chinese involvement at Hinkley nuclear site. Calls 
for a new review are growing amid diplomatic 
tensions between Britain and China over Hong 
Kong and the telecoms equipment maker Huawei.  
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27 July – Bristol Post etc: Construction giant 
Balfour Beatty has temporarily closed one of its 
manufacturing plants near Bristol after 19 staff 
tested positive for Covid-19.  The company, which 
is helping build cooling systems for Hinkley Point 
C nuclear power station in Somerset, said it had 
carried out a "deep clean" of the facility over the 
weekend.  

27 July: Bristol Post – Covid-19 outbreak shuts 
Avonmouth HPC construction plant 
https://www.business-live.co.uk/manufacturing/balfour-beatty-
manufacturing-plant-closes-18667404  

30 July – FT: Ministers challenged on future of 
nuclear energy industry dogged by doubts about 
China and rise of renewables calls for clarity.  The 
head of construction at the UK’s first nuclear 
power plant in three decades has challenged the 
government to decide whether “it wants nuclear or 
not” as ministers prepare to publish a new energy 
policy later this year and uncertainty hangs over 
China’s continued involvement in the sensitive 
sector.  “The government needs to decide if it 
wants nuclear or not,” said Stuart Crooks, 
managing director of Hinkley Point C.  “If it doesn’t 
want nuclear, no amount of financing will make it 
happen.” 

1 August – Bloomberg:  No Fukushima at HPC! In 
the event of a crisis (at HPC), a computer 
command will start a process to melt the nuclear 
core funneling the liquid into the pool where it’s 
mixed with concrete, that sets and then can’t 
escape into the atmosphere. The reactor would be 
destroyed but the surrounding area kept safe.’ 

3 August – The Times: No let up in heavy lifting at 
Hinkley plant.  Includes quote from HPC MD: How 
confident was Mr Crooks that the plant would start 
up in 2025 as planned? “There’s a long way to go 
yet.  It is a big, complex project.” 

3 August – Popular Mechanics: France EPR 
Nuclear Reactor Is a Mess - implications for HPC. 
A damning indictment of EdeF's work at 
Flamanville, from self-confessed nuclear 
enthusiasts! 

4 August – WNN: France's nuclear safety 
authority, Autorité de Sûreté Nucléaire, last week 
authorised EDF to commission the Iceda activated 
waste conditioning and storage facility on the site 
of its Bugey nuclear power plant.  ASN insisted on 
15 amendments to EdeF’s Safety File. 

5 August – World Nuclear News: EDF counts the 
cost of coronavirus to new build projects.  HPC 
liable to budget and time overruns. 

6 August – Financial times: China tensions raise 
doubts over UK nuclear projects.  “The big 
question is: if CGN were chucked out of Bradwell, 
whether they would walk from Hinkley,” said 
Stephen Thomas, emeritus professor of energy 
policy at University of Greenwich.  “They are 
contractually obliged, but good luck suing the 

Chinese government.”  Aside from the financing 
questions, this could potentially increase the 
construction risk at Hinkley.  “The Chinese have 
an engineering role in the project,” said one 
nuclear expert.  “It would be a blow if they took 
away that know-how.”  Ministers are yet to deliver 
their verdict on the RAB funding model and have 
continuously delayed a white paper on energy, 
originally expected last year, and which nuclear 
industry executives hope will emerge in October. 

6 August - Nuclear Engineering International: In 
its decision of 28 July 2020, France’s Autorité des 
Marchés Financiers (AMF) Enforcement 
Committee fined EDF €5 million ($5.9m) for 
disseminating false information in a news release 
in October 2014. It also imposed a fine of €50,000 
on former EDF Chairman and CEO Henri Proglio. 

8 August – The Times: National Grid pays EdeF 
£73m to halve the output of Sizewell B (hot 
weather/lack of demand) 

11 August – Western Daily Press: Alan 
Debenham’s letter on Hiroshima published. 
http://stophinkley.org/NewsPages/News200811WDPLetter.htm 

14 August – Maldon Nub News: Turmoil as 
Maldon District Council meeting stopped abruptly 
due to disagreements over Bradwell Site Prep 
Application. https://maldon.nub.news/n/maldon-district-
council-meeting-suddenly-cut-short-in-new-row  

21 August: France 24 – Steve Thomas on bad 
news re CGN backing HPC 
https://www.france24.com/en/20200821-after-huawei-spotlight-
on-china-s-role-in-uk-nuclear  

24 August: East Anglian Daily Times (and local 
ITV) – Councils unhappy about Sizewell C 
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/east-suffolk-council-draft-
sizewell-c-dco-report-1-6806704  

25 August: Times – EdeF admits it could take six 
years to offset the greenhouse gas emissions 
generated in Sizewell C’s construction. 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/sizewell-c-faces-six-year-
emissions-lag-xm72b92tb  

31 August: Burnham-on-Sea Times – HPC 
dredging starts. https://www.burnham-on-
sea.com/news/huge-oil-platform-vessel-visible-from-burnham-
on-sea-starts-hinkley-dredging-work/  

1 September: Ipswich Star – Pro-Sizewell C demo 
in Ipswich. https://www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/nuclear-for-
net-zero-ipswich-protest-sizewell-c-1-6816680  

2 September: Power Technology – How to make 
new nuclear ‘cheaper’! https://www.power-
technology.com/news/nuclear-industry-collaborates-to-create-
blueprint-for-cheaper-nuclear-power/  

3 September: Telegraph – New nuclear U-turn. 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2020/09/03/britains-
nuclear-industry-faces-sharp-u-turn/  

3 September: Utility Week – Hinkley C cost 
nonsense. https://utilityweek.co.uk/nuclear-sector-pledges-
lessons-from-hinkley-will-drive-costs-down/  

 



 5

 

4 September: Telegraph – Going big on new 
nuclear! 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2020/09/04/must-take-
russia-chinas-energy-dominance-going-big-nuclear-power/  

9 September: Bloomberg – It’s all over now, 
Hinkley B! https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/edf-said-to-shut-
hinkley-u-k-reactor-sooner-than-planned-1.1491421  

9 September: Penarth Times – NRW says mud 
dumping OK. 
https://www.penarthtimes.co.uk/news/18707962.edf-energy-
mud-dumping-site-cardiff-grounds-is-sustainable/  

10 September: Telegraph (similar story in Mail) – 
Zion Lights leaves XR to promote new nuclear. 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/politics/left-extinction-
rebellion-campaign-nuclear-power/  

12 September: Telegraph – Support for SMRs! 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2020/09/11/letters-
evidence-governments-lockdown-threats-excoriation-young/  

14 September: Financial Times - Repetition is the 
key to cutting nuclear costs, not innovation! 
https://www.ft.com/content/c06524b8-4a0e-4deb-b283-
ccab951b04e4  

14 September: Mainichi – Hitachi to give up on 
Wylfa (less than a month after saying it could 
happen!) 
https://mainichi.jp/articles/20200914/k00/00m/020/250000c  

14 September: Bridgwater Mercury – HPC 
construction milestone. 
https://www.bridgwatermercury.co.uk/news/18720172.major-
lift-milestone-second-reactor-hinkley-c/  

Above from https://sedgemoorapple.co.uk/  

 

Events 
All the monthly business meetings will 

be carried out by ZOOM until further 
notice.  Contact Sue: 

stowey.hockpit@gmail.com 
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Press & Spokespersons: Pete Roche: 
 pete@stophinkley.org    

01749 860767 or 07821 378 210 

Local Information: Allan Jeffery 
ajjeffery@talktalk.net  01278 425451 

Street Stalls & Events: Jo Smoldon: 
jo@stophinkley.org   01278 459 099 

Membership/Treasurer/Website: Val Davey: 
 val@stophinkley.org 
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