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As we simmer in the summer heat, we should bear in mind that 
the equivalent of 3 million kettles worth of boiling waste heat 
will be added to the Severn Estuary every second throughout 

the 60 year life of Hinkley Point C.

Stop Hinkley Press Release 5 August 

Today, as we think about climate change and 
global warming, industrial processes need to be 
closely scrutinised for their contribution and 
accountability. 

The nuclear industry claims that Hinkley Point C, 
Sizewell C and Bradwell B will all be needed to 
play a part in fighting climate change.  

When we look more deeply, we find that nuclear 
power generation constantly adds new heat 
energy to our environment, increasing the global 
warming problem.  

The following points explain why: 

 The fission of 1kg of Uranium produces more 
heat energy than 2 million kilograms of coal.  

 Only one third of this heat is used to produce 
electricity using steam generation.  

 Two thirds of the heat energy from the fission 
process is sent directly out into the sea.  

 The equivalent of 3 million kettles of constantly 
boiling water, as waste heat energy, will be 
continuously added to the Severn Estuary 
every second throughout the 60 years of the 
proposed operational life of Hinkley Point C.  

 Vast amounts of carbon dioxide are produced 
worldwide during the mining, milling, 
transporting and processing of Uranium for 
nuclear fuel. For every 1 kilo of Uranium 100 
kilos of rock have to be extracted from mines 
and ground up to a fine dust and processed. 
This is done to the huge detriment of the 
environment and the health of the workers and 
local populations. This radioactive Uranium, 
Yellow Cake, is then transported to 
Springfields, Lancashire to be turned into fuel 
rods for nuclear reactors worldwide  

 Building the reactors and the nuclear waste 
storage facilities, which will have to last for 
tens of thousands of years, also produces 
large quantities of carbon dioxide. Hinkley 
Point C is currently the largest construction site 

in Europe and likely to be the most expensive 
man made object on the Earth once 
completed. The final pour of the first reactor 
base of 9,000m3 was the largest concrete pour 
in the UK ever.  

 The basic laws of science dictate that all the 
energy from the nuclear fission process ends 
up as heat energy in our environment held 
primarily in the sea.  

 The energy released in nuclear fission is an 
additional source of energy / heat that was 
formed in Uranium atoms deep in supernovae 
6.6 billion years ago before our solar system 
was formed. 

The nuclear industry, both military and power 
generation, is directly increasing global warming 
by releasing this heat that is locked in Uranium in 
the Earth into our atmosphere.  

The energy released in nuclear fission in the 
worlds 450 nuclear power stations is an additional 
source of energy/heat that was formed in Uranium 
atoms deep in supernovae 6.6 billion years ago 
before our solar system was formed. 

“Basic science has been used selectively by the 
nuclear industry to delude us into accepting that 
nuclear power can help us combat Global 
Warming when it is in fact a significant 
contributor,” says Katy Attwater of the Stop 
Hinkley Campaign. 

 

Email contact 

If you would like to receive the newsletter more 
quickly, in addition to other information, please let 
us have your email address by contacting 
val@stophinkley.org.  We can still send the 
newsletter by ‘snail mail’ as well if you prefer. 

If you are already receiving the newsletter by 
email and don’t need the postal version any more, 
please let Val know. 

The newsletter will still be sent out with the 
renewal reminders each year.  
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Day of Action at Springfield  

Stop Hinkley supported the demonstration on 27th 
April at Springfield in Lancashire.  This site 
imports raw mined Uranium from all over the 
world and processes it into fuel rods for nuclear 
power stations and weapons grade uranium for 
war heads.  These are then exported back all over 
the world to the Arabs, the Russians, the Chinese, 
et al.  The UK is one of the main players in this 
game/industry.  

We all gathered in Bridgwater before setting off for 
Preston.  Dressed in our barrels we made a good 
photo in the following week’s Mercury.  The 
journey there was rather slow with traffic but 
otherwise quite painless.  The next day we drove 
to Springfields where we met other campaigners 
who were joining us.  Hurricane Hannah was 
blowing us along in our barrels and the wind was 
cold.  There were speeches, some music and hot 
food.  Roy Pumfrey spoke on behalf of Stop 
Hinkley.  
http://stophinkley.org/EventsDocs/RoySpeechSurr
oundSpringfields.pdf 

 
 
The Nuclear Industry is claiming to be our saviour 
against Climate Change.  What they aren’t telling 
us is that the Nuclear Fission Process in all the 
power stations all over the world is releasing 
massive amounts of energy/heat from the splitting 
of the atom in their reactors.  

This energy was safely stored deep under the 
ground in the Uranium Ore before we started 
digging it up and grinding it into dust, treating it 
with acid to make it into yellow cake.  We do this 
mining in the poorest parts of the world where 
indigenous people are experiencing the most 
awful suffering and deprivation from a cruel 
industry that destroys their environment and 
moves on, leaving them sick and broken. 

Every part of this process is poisoning 
Grandmother Earth, her children, her plants and 
her animals and choking her to death.  Uranium is 
the oldest fossil fuel and the most deadly.  

The electricity that nuclear power gives us is a tiny 
by-product of this outrageous process.  Only 5% 

of the energy used in the world comes from 
Nuclear.  

Ever heard of E(energy/heat) = M(Uranium) x 
C(speed of light) squared?  All the cooling towers 
and waters and wars are pumping this heat into 
the atmosphere in addition to the heat being 
created by fossil fuels.  

Nuclear Fission bypasses the CO2 cycle of Global 
Warming and delivers the heat directly to the 
oceans and the land. No wonder the sea is 
warming so fast!  

The artist Marianne Birkby had set up an 
exhibition of paintings in the church hall opposite 
Springfield entitled ‘Powerful Yellow Monster' 
which explores the impact of uranium mining on 
indigenous peoples and their ability to use the 
land for food and water. However, the vicar would 
not allow us admittance despite the fact that it had 
been booked and paid for in advance.  Marianne 
has written a letter protesting about the vicar's 
action to the Bishop of Blackburn. Read Here:  
http://stophinkley.org/EventsDocs/LettertoBishop
OfBlackburn.pdf  

At the end of our day of protest in Springfield on 
Saturday, a group of us spoke by Webinar with 
three activists trying to protect their communities 
from Uranium mining.  

They were Leona Morgan from New Mexico, 
Candyce Paul from Saskatchewan and Ashish 
Birulee from India.  They are brave, passionate 
and eloquent people.  The stories they told of how 
their people and their communities are being 
destroyed by Uranium mining broke my heart.  

The mining companies choose remote locations 
with small indigenous populations where there is 
little work.  They exploit the people and the land 
till both are destroyed.  The mining company then 
moves on.  The land is left destroyed with no 
attempt at restoration.  Google “Pictures of 
Uranium Mines” and see for yourself.  

Ashish Birulee's community in India has been 
exploited for the last 60 years and the children are 
born sick and deformed and the adults have a list 
of health issues as long as your arm.  Life 
expectancy is very short. 
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Will Hinkley Point C ‘Hoover out’ the 
fish Ecology of the Severn Estuary? 

Currently EDF is again wanting to make material 
change to their original Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application, submitted in 2013.  It is 
reminding us of another damaging feature of this 
nuclear technology. 

The HPC Pressurized water reactors, for safe 
continuous working, need vast amounts of cooling 
water for their steam power generation, over 132 
cubic metres of water per second (2.5 billion 
gallons per day) from the Severn Estuary.  The 
intake indiscriminately sucks in huge amounts of 
living creatures, ranging from marine mammals, 
crustaceans, fish, eggs and their larvae, most of 
which won’t survive the journey through 3km of 
pipe work at high pressure flow rate to the 
condenser and the discharge back to the Estuary. 

The Severn Estuary is a well known migration 
route for protected species such as Salmon and 
Eels and researchers at Swansea University 
working with local fisherman are realising the 
importance of the Severn Estuary as an important 
fish breeding ground for many different fish 
species.  Hinkley A and B stations have already 
been having a damaging effect on local traditional 
fishing methods.  Hinkley C will over 60 years 
seriously devastate the marine ecology.   

Even with EDF’s 
fish return 
system, fish with 
swim bladders 
sucked into the 
system and 
dragged along 
the tunnels will 
be damaged by the changing water pressure and 
probably die, others will suffer direct impact to 
their delicate fins as well as the damage as they 
hit the final mesh at force before being scooped 
with a rotating bucket system across to an 
outflow, fish recovery system. 

EDF admit that over 90% of some species will not 
survive.  Most of the eggs and larvae will pass 
through the mesh system and be exposed to the 
high temperatures and chemicals in the 
condenser and will be destroyed, thus killing also 
future generations.  

In the original application EDF agreed with the 
Environment Agency to take measures to reduce 
the fish death rate, using the best available 
techniques (BAT).  One of these was to use an 
Acoustic Fish Deterrent (AFD) sound system 
which deters marine life from entering the intake 
pipes.  EDF is now applying to change their 
planning application to not use the AFD.  

This deterrent is an experimental technology and 
has not been used in off shore tidal cooling 
systems anywhere in the world so it is evident that 

there was not careful consideration as to how this 
could be done practically, and economically, by 
EDF when they submitted their application and 
agreed to an AFD in order to receive their licence 
permit from the Environment Agency.  What other 
parts of the DCO application have not been 
considered adequately? 

Water cooled thermal power stations such as 
HPC are recorded to cause damage to fish stocks 
around the UK and elsewhere in the world.   
Environmental consultant Michael Cominetti wrote 
‘Until this direct cooling system is changed (as it 
has been in the United States) we will continue to 
see hundreds of thousands or millions of fish 
killed each year.’ 

Do we want to sacrifice the unique life of our 
Severn Estuary to allow HPC leave us a legacy of 
nuclear waste in exchange? 

 

 

Stop Hinkley welcomes Somerset’s 
unanimous vote against waste imports 

Stop Hinkley Press Release, 6 Sept 2019 

The Stop Hinkley Campaign has welcomed the 
news that Somerset County Council has 
unanimously rejected proposals by Magnox to 
transport waste from three other nuclear power 
sites to Hinkley Point A – Oldbury in 
Gloucestershire; Dungeness in Kent; and Sizewell 
in Suffolk. The latter is on the other side of the 
country and would involve transporting waste 
along four different motorways.  

Stop Hinkley Spokesperson, Roy Pumfrey, said 
“We welcome the fact that these three nuclear 
sites will now probably be forced to look after their 
own waste. This whole episode demonstrates 
clearly what a mess we have got ourselves into 
with nuclear waste. Hinkley Point A is not 
scheduled to be finally dismantled for almost 
another century. My own great-grandchildren will 
be too old to work there even if they wanted to. As 
Denis Healey famously said ‘when in a hole, stop 
digging’. It’s not too late to cancel Hinkley Point C 
and avoid adding to this horrendous legacy.” 

More at: 
https://www.thisisthewestcountry.co.uk/news/som
erset_news/17883750.bid-bring-nuclear-waste-
bridgwater-hinkley-rejected/ 
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Stop Hinkley and related 
Activities June 2018 to May 2019 

List presented to 2019 AGM 

Stop Hinkley has had another busy year. 

SH members continue to meet each month on the 
3rd Monday. The meetings are open for new 
people to attend. 

Sue Aubrey, Jo Smoldon, Allan Jefferies and Val 
Davey continue to work as a coordinating team. 
Sue, Jo and Allan meet when necessary to 
respond to Consultations, write letters or to 
discuss nuclear issues of concern. Val 
painstakingly works on the Newsletters and sends 
them out as well as working on the website and 
on the membership and as treasurer.  Pete Roche 
is an invaluable resource to consult on nuclear 
issues and acts as our Press Officer with Roy 
Pumfrey and Allan responding as local press 
contacts as well as Richard Carder if necessary. 

The Community Forum for Hinkley Point C and 
the Site Stakeholders Group meetings for Hinkley 
A and B are always attended by an SH rep. 
Concerns about the decommissioning of A station 
and the working of B station which shows aging of 
its graphite core. 

Roy gives a monthly Nuclear News Round that is 
often quite lengthy. Roy’s good relationship with 
Clinton Rogers (BBC Points West) keeps him well 
informed and Roy is often interviewed to give the 
opposite view to EDF. 

SH is invited to National meetings for NGO’s run 
by Dept for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy and the Office of Nuclear Regulation. 
These meetings are always attended by at least 
two SH members, at least one will be a member 
of the coordinating group. During the last year we 
have found the ONR to be open to working well 
with us. 

Much more of our activities can be found here 
http://stophinkley.org/EventsDocs/SHActivitiesJun
e2018toMay2019.pdf 

 
Contacts 

Press & Spokespersons: Pete Roche: 
 pete@stophinkley.org    

01749 860767 or 07821 378 210 

Local Information: Allan Jeffery 
ajjeffery@talktalk.net  01278 425451 

Street Stalls & Events: Jo Smoldon: 
jo@stophinkley.org   01278 459 099 

Membership/Treasurer/Website: Val Davey: 
 val@stophinkley.org 

  

 

 
 

Witch Watch has just passed its 7th anniversary 
and continues its monthly full moon vigil on the 

doorstep of Hinkley Point.  WW is noticed by the 
HPC workers as they travel to and from the site. 
There is very positive support from them in the 
form of waving, thumbs up and tooting of horns. 

We also get talked about positively inside the HPB 
station which is a big achievement for all those 

who attend. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vfxrlbcvm-

0&feature=youtu.be 
 

  
 

 

 

Events 
Stop Hinkley meetings 

Mondays 16 Sept, 21 Oct & 18 Nov 
 at 7pm 

West Bow House, Milton Place 
Off West Street, Bridgwater TA6 7RT 

 
Meetings are usually held on the third Monday of 
the month. All members and non-members are 
very welcome to attend, though only members 

have voting rights.  
 

Please let us know [admin@stophinkley.org] if 
you plan to come to give us an idea of numbers 

and to keep you informed of any last minute 
change of plan.  

 

 

 

www.stophinkley.org 


