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Stop Hinkley takes the message to Brussels: 
‘No Subsidies For New Nuclear Power Plants’.

Report by Jo Smoldon 

Stop Hinkley were invited to Brussels to take part 
in a demonstration on the 24th March.  It took 
place at the EU headquarters and our Euro MEP 
Molly Scott Cato joined the list of speakers who 
inspired us.  We were thrilled to be invited as it 
was important for us to be there and represent our 
Stop Hinkley campaign, which was central for the 
other participant's presentations.  Molly spoke of 
Stop Hinkley's long standing commitment to the 
anti-nuclear campaign in Somerset over 30 years 
and acknowledged our presence and 
perseverance.  

The demo was outside the EU headquarters and 
our Euro MP Molly Scott Cato joined the list of 
speakers who inspired us. We were thrilled to be 
invited and to take part – it was important for us to 
be there and represent our Stop Hinkley 
campaign which was central for the other 
participant's presentations.  

Many countries and anti-nuclear groups were 
represented including Austria, Holland, Belgium 
and Germany. It was affirming that all of these 
people were there for us too, different groups 
coming together in a united way, with common 
cause, across all our different languages. It gave 
great strength to us all.  

An Austrian speaker's informative talk highlighted 
the 1957 Euratom treaty which the EU countries 
all signed in support of nuclear. Austria sees 
today that this needs to be updated and for 
nuclear power to be removed. One solution is for 
individual countries to pull out from the Euratom 
treaty, perhaps Luxembourg and Austria, and then 
encourage Germany to pull out. Hopefully others 
will follow to undermine the dictating Euratom 
treaty.  

Peter Smith, a Stop Hinkley supporter who spent 
many years working in a very senior position at 
Hinkley, spoke from the heart about his journey 
from Hinkley Point worker to anti-nuclear 
campaigner. The audience fell silent listening to 
the details of his life experience revealing the 
delusion, denial, and danger leading to disaster 
and destruction from the nuclear industry. His 
shock when he realised that the industry has 
never confessed to its employees that the 

finances won't ever add up. The money needed 
for decommissioning and waste storage is never 
costed into the nuclear energy production. 
Nuclear workers are continuously being deceived!  

There are many in Europe asking about the UK 
government and wondering what is going to 
happen in the forthcoming elections. One 
speaker, when looking at the attitudes to energy 
provision comparing nuclear to renewables, 
described Cameron as not only a donkey in the 
horse race, but a dead donkey!  

Molly spoke of Stop Hinkley's long standing 
commitment to the anti-nuclear campaign in 
Somerset over 30 years and acknowledged our 
presence and perseverance.  

The power network was talked about. In the South 
West the spare capacity is already allocated to 
Hinkley on the grid and renewables have been left 
with no possibility to feed in. Is there a strategy in 
DECC? Businesses are being told that no 
intermediate renewable sized projects can be 
approved, only small domestic ones.  
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We heard about various other reactors around 
Europe. In Austria, although they finished a 
nuclear power station, they decided never to 
switch it on.  

Inspiration was given when it was revealed that 
last year in Germany energy saving technology 
has meant that in a year 5% of their energy has 
been saved. That just shows how, by simply 
looking at what we are doing, from individuals to 
big companies, everyone can make a difference 
to the energy total that is required.  

The Belgium speaker told of the 18cm cracks in 
their reactor and again it was highlighted the 
importance of individuals investing in renewables.  

As the different countries told their stories, no one 
could miss the fact that the two countries pushing 
for nuclear are UK and France. This is due to the 
nuclear weapons facility for Europe being 
subsidised ad infinitum. As always, the weapons 
issue was mentioned. It has underpinned the 
need for nuclear power from the beginning.  

Everyone pledged to get more signatures on the 
petition against the illegal subsidy for nuclear. 
Subsidy and waste needing £billions to keep it 
safe, goes on and on and on and on…..so must 
our determination to stop it. https://www.ews-
schoenau.de/campaign    

Hinkley Point C: Nuclear 
project's 400 jobs at risk 

BBC News, 1 April 

Up to 400 contractor jobs at the new Hinkley Point 
C power plant are at risk because finances for the 
nuclear build are still being worked out. 
Developers EDF Energy has announced it will not 
begin the next phase of work until it has made a 
final investment decision on the whole project. 

The firm said the jobs would not be axed as a 
consultation and a redeployment programme 
would be set up. Some 250 contractors who work 
alongside EDF staff will remain. 

'Wake-up call' 

Unions have said a 45-day consultation for 
redundancy has been launched. National officer 
for the GMB, Phil Whitehurst, said: "The problem 
seems to be the stalled final investment decision. 

"This is the second time this process has been 
initiated by EDF. Questions now need to be 
answered by the French government-owned 
company whether they will complete the new 
build.  

"This should now be a wake-up call for the next 
UK government to take charge and manage the 
failing energy policy we have in place." 

Another union, Unite, called for the final 
investment decision to be announced and for the 
government resolve the issues facing Hinkley 
Point as "a matter of urgency". 

'Substantial increase' 

There are currently 800 staff on site. 

For several months, preparation works have been 
taking place such as building earthworks, 
drainage works, concrete production facilities and 
culvert construction - where water channels are 
built to move water around the site - but now this 
is nearing completion. 

EDF said the second phase was being delayed as 
it would "require a substantial increase in 
spending levels". A spokesman added: "In the 
meantime, work to ensure the project's readiness 
will continue, including project planning, 
engineering design and commercial supply chain 
activities." Meanwhile, the company has said its 
talks with its investors are "making positive 
progress". 

In October 2013, chancellor George Osborne 
agreed talks could begin with two state-owned 
Chinese companies, China General Nuclear 
Corporation and China National Nuclear 
Corporation. If those talks are successful the 
Chinese investors could end up with a 30% stake 
in the nuclear build.  

Talks are also continuing with a third investor, 
Areva, which may secure up to 10% ownership. 

EDF has said it will also have up to 15% stake of 
the company open for interested investors. 

 

Anti-nuclear campaigners 
block road to Hinkley Point B 

1 April 

HINKLEY Point B workers were prevented from 
getting to work after anti-nuclear protestors 
chained themselves together blocking the road to 
the entrance to the plant this morning.  

Campaigners from South-west Against Nuclear, 
Nuclear Free Bristol & Bristol CND said they're 
carrying out the action against plans to extend the 
operation of the ageing 'B' reactor.  

Hinkley Point B is currently on ‘statutory outage’, 
meaning it’s out of service, and has been 
undergoing a £40 million maintenance programme 
since January.  

One thousand extra workers have been called in 
to carry out the 12,000 separate pieces of work 
which have been planned in two years of 
preparations.  



 3 

Although the works are routine, the anti-nuclear 
campaigners carried out the protest against the 
work being taken to extend the life of the reactor.  

David Cameron tells the French: 
Sort out Hinkley C 'the sooner 

the better' 
Western Daily Press, 6 April  

The Prime Minister gave the French Government 
a stark message over the stalled £25 billion 
Hinkley Point C nuclear power station controversy 
last night by telling them: 'we've done our bit, now 
you do yours'. 

Mr Cameron urged the French Government to 
seal the deal to build the power station 'the sooner 
the better' after EDF – the French state-owned 
power company - halted work and laid off 400 
workers in Somerset. 

Mr Cameron told the Western Daily Press that his 
Government had 'put everything in place' that it 
could to ensure the £25 billion power plant would 
be built – but were now waiting for the French 
Government and its nationalised electricity firm 
EDF to secure the investment needed to start the 
project. 

Speaking on a campaign visit to Bristol, Mr 
Cameron said Hinkley Point C was a 'win-win' for 
everyone involved – including the French 
Government. 

 

Law changed so nuclear waste 
dumps can be forced on local 

communities 
The Guardian, 5 April  

Nuclear waste dumps can be imposed on local 
communities without their support under a new 
law rushed through in the final hours of 
parliament. 

Under the latest rules, the long search for a place 
to store Britain’s stockpile of 50 years’ worth of the 
most radioactive waste from power stations, 
weapons and medical use can be ended by 
bypassing local planning. 

Since last week, the sites are now officially 
considered “nationally significant infrastructure 
projects” and so will be chosen by the secretary of 
state for energy. He or she would get advice from 
the planning inspectorate, but would not be bound 
by the recommendation. Local councils and 
communities can object to details of the 
development but cannot stop it altogether. 

The move went barely noticed as it was passed 
late on the day before parliament was prorogued 
for the general election, but has alarmed local 
objectors and anti-nuclear campaigners. 

FoE’s planning advisor, Naomi Luhde-Thompson, 
said: “Communities will be rightly concerned about 
any attempts to foist a radioactive waste dump on 
them. We urgently need a long-term management 
plan for the radioactive waste we’ve already 
created, but decisions mustn’t be taken away from 
local people who have to live with the impacts.” 

Zac Goldsmith, one of the few government MPs 
who broke ranks to vote against the move, 
criticised the lack of public debate about such a 
“big” change. “Effectively it strips local authorities 
of the ability to stop waste being dumped in their 
communities,” he said. 

“If there had been a debate, there could have 
been a different outcome: most of the MPs who 
voted probably didn’t know what they were voting 
for.” 

Labour abstained in the vote, indicating that a 
future government will not want to reverse the 
change of rules. However, the shadow energy 
minister, Julie Elliott, has warned that the project 
is expected to take 27 years to build even after a 
preferred site was identified and would cost £4bn-
5.6bn a year to build, plus the cost of running it for 
40 years.  

Since the Royal Commission on Environmental 
Pollution found in 1976 that it was “morally wrong” 
to keep generating nuclear waste without a 
demonstrably safe way of storing the waste, there 
have been at least four attempts to find the right 
site, all of them shelved after strong protest. 

Last year, the DECC published a white paper 
which said ministers would prefer to work with 
public support, but reserved the right to take more 
aggressive action on planning if “at some point in 
the future such an approach does not look likely to 
work”. 

Copeland borough council, one of the two areas 
most affected by any such development at 
Sellafield, said it was pleased with the 
government’s change to planning rules. 

Radiation-Free Lakeland – set up to block the 
Sellafield proposal because they claim there is no 
evidence deep storage is safe or that the geology 
of Cumbria is suitable – claimed, however, “the 
test of public support is a fig leaf: the government 
hasn’t said what the public support will be”. 

The only existing high-level radioactive 
underground waste storage, in New Mexico, USA, 
has been closed since last year following two 
accidents. 

Germany has put similar plans for burying high-
level waste on hold and four other countries, 
including France and Japan, are examining the 
idea. 

Full story: http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/05/law-
changed-so-nuclear-waste-dumps-can-be-forced-on-local-communities 
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Weak spots found in steel of 
Areva's French EPR reactor 

Reuters 7 April  

French nuclear regulator ASN said Areva has 
found weak spots in the steel of the EPR nuclear 
reactor it is building for utility EDF in Flamanville. 

Areva and EDF said in a joint statement that while 
they start a series of new tests on the EPR, 
construction work would continue on the reactor, 
which is already years behind schedule and 
billions of euros over budget. 

ASN said Areva had informed it that tests at end-
2014 had shown that in certain zones of the 
reactor vessel and cover of the EPR there was a 
significant concentration of carbon, which 
weakens the mechanical resilience of the steel 
and its ability to resist the spreading of cracks. 

Areva declined to comment on whether the tests 
would lead to new delays for Flamanville and 
impact three other EPRs under construction, one 
in Olkiluoto, Finland, two in Taishan, China. 

"The ASN has informed nuclear regulators in 
other countries where EPRs are being built," the 
regulator said. 

French Energy Minister Segolene Royal said in a 
statement that results of the new tests are 
expected in October. 

First estimated to cost 3 billion euros, the EPR 
projects in France and Finland have been plagued 
by problems and delays, and costs have 
ballooned to nearly 9 billion euros ($9.8 billion). 

In November, EDF announced a new one-year 
delay for the Flamanville reactor which it now 
expects to be connected to the grid in 2017, a 
decade after construction started. It had initially 
been scheduled to start in 2012. 

Construction on the Olkiluoto reactor began in 
2005 and it is not expected to be connected to the 
grid before 2018, nearly a decade later than 
scheduled. 

Areva and Finnish consortium Teollisuuden Voima 
(TVO) have started legal proceedings against one 
another, with Areva and its partner Siemens 
claiming 3.5 billion euros in damages from TVO 
and TVO 2.3 billion from Areva-Siemens. 

 

 
 

http://www.stophinkley.org 

Whitehall disarray as nuclear 
chief culled 

Sunday Times, 5 April 

THE government executive in charge of attracting 
investors to Britain’s struggling nuclear industry 
has been replaced by an animal health expert. 
Hergen Haye’s departure from the Office for 
Nuclear Development will add to the perception 
that the Department of Energy & Climate Change 
has fallen into disarray at a crucial time.  

Full story: 
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/business/Industry/article1
539817.ece 
 

Radioactive Waste in Somerset 
Last month’s public meeting was considered a 
great success by all who took part.  There was a 
lively and well informed Q&A session at the end.  
We took nearly £250 in donations and everyone 
left much better informed about the issues. 

Copies of the talks and a report are available on 
the website on the Events page. 

 

Stop Hinkley AGM 
AGM will be held on the 18th May at our usual 
venue in the meeting room at West Bow House 
(behind the Squibb pub) before the business 
meeting.  All members are very welcome and we 
look forward to meeting you there. 

 

 
Events 

Stop Hinkley meetings 
Mondays 20 April &  

18 May [inc AGM] at 7pm 
West Bow House, Milton Place 

Off West Street, Bridgwater TA6 3RT 
 

 

Contacts 

Press & Spokespersons:  
Pete Roche: pete@stophinkley.org    

01749 860767 or 07821 378 210 

Local Information: Allan Jeffery 
ajjeffery@talktalk.net  01278 425451 

Street Stalls: Jo Smoldon: 
josephine.smoldon@virgin.net   01278 459 099 

Membership/Treasurer/Website:  
Val Davey: val@stophinkley.org 


